
C introduction part 3
pointers, static and dynamic memory allocation, and structures



Objectives

• Write functions that can accept and “return arrays”
• Review of pointers

• Static and dynamic arrays

• Use structures to store and pass around data
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Call stack

Data structure in memory that 
manages active functions and flow 
of execution



Three ways to pass arrays or array data out 
of functions

• use static memory allocation
• (1) modify value of array passed by reference

• (2) use static declaration and return pointer from function

• use dynamic memory allocation – (3) malloc in function

• declarations
• static

• define by size

• define by values

• define by size and values

• dynamic
• define by size



static (1) modify value of array passed by 
reference



static (2) use static declaration and return pointer 
from function



dynamic (3) malloc in function

you must use sizeof()

before you pass array to function

why?

answer: 

1. you pass the location of the first element of the array 

but it doesn’t know the location of the last element

2. if you query the size of the variable within the function, 

it will return the size of the pointer (memory address)



Other use of dynamic 
memory allocation

Contents of csv_example_files/example_input.csv

Example directory structure

csv_example.csv



Summary - defining array size

• known at time of compilation
• use array in global scope

• use static arrays in functions

• determined at runtime
• use malloc



Structures in C

Why?

• heterogeneous data

• refer to content by name (more 
understandable code)

Options:

• structure of array(s) – pass by value

• array of structures – pass by 
reference



Additional syntactic sugar
when we pass a pointer to the structure (note: default is to pass by value)
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